INNOVATION COMMUNITIES UPDATE #1: INNOVATION AND AGEING SEPTEMBER 2008

EDITORIAL COMMENT: The ageing of the world population is underway. This trend offers new business opportunities while it imposes new pressures on policymakers. According to GRIPS analytic survey
of the world newspapers and journals, policy problems related to ageing populations remain primarily addressed through SECTOR POLICIES: HEALTH, EDUCATION, RESEARCH, ENERGY, ECONOMY, TRADE, ETC.

We use the groupings of ageing and innovation generated by a text-mining tool (semantic similarity-based clusters) to organise the information. Fundamental clusters are: “EDUCATION & HEALTH DRIVING
INVESTMENT”, “SOCIETAL CONCERNS DRIVING POLICIES”, “NUTRACEUTICALS AND SENIOR-FRIENDLY DESIGN AS KEY DRIVERS FOR BUSINESS”. As a policy topic, AGEING IS A SYSTEM ISSUE which requires a global collaborative
governance approach. Innovation policies proper are seldom connected to ageing issues. However, some companies and some regions/nations/Unions move faster than other and therefore get a chance
to lead the way. Listening carefully to the lessons they convey shall help to address the potential impacts of ageing.
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The ageing population in the West would lea:é:i to huge Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) flows into the Indian and Chinese education
" sector. FDI IN EDUCATION could be a win-win situation for the country as well as the investor, as the West would get highly skilled ~ Projects can be undertaken by ACADEMIC R&D INSTITUTIONS in
engineers from India and the country get access to newer technologies. collaboration with NGOS or INDUSTRY, wherever feasible. The

proposals should include clearly defined statement of the problem, by
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* PENSION BENEFITS, leaving tens of thousands of employees increasingly dependent: on their own retirement savings. The freezes mean  adaptation trials of technologies.

that retirement benefits no longer reflect pay increases or additional years of service.
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GRIPS’ICUs are neither comprehensive nor ‘out-of-time’ but global and dynamic. Full list of references used for this ICU available at: grips.proinno-europe.eu

This ICU is based upon the analysis of about 5 000 newspapers and specialised journals systematically collected from 1t of July to 15" of September 2008




