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T
he 300 000 E

uropean businesses of 
the 

agro-food 
industry 

are 
in 

unprecedented 
turm

oil. 
T

he 
underlying 

global changes have started before the 
credit crunch took hold but the latter did 
w

orsen 
the 

tendency. 
T

he 
profound 

structural 
changes 

affecting 
the 

agro-
industry 

are 
another 

facet 
of 

the 
globalisation 

crisis: 
w

hile 
the 

liberalisation of trade and the surge of

em
erging econom

ies have resulted in new
 

m
arket opportunities, the financial crisis and 

the fluctuations in the price of raw
 m

aterials 
created 

trading 
uncertainties. 

B
esides, 

consum
ption behaviours are being deeply 

m
odified 

as 
incom

e 
and 

lifestyles 
developm

ents 
evolve: 

food 
safety, 

health 
and 

prices 
of 

com
m

odities 
becom

e 
priorities. S

tarting w
ith the producers, w

hose 
investm

ents in research and innovation are 

notoriously low
 resulting in low

 levels of 
labour 

productivity, 
the 

w
hole 

agro 
value chain is reorganising…

in favour of 
the 

globalising 
retail 

system
s. 

In 
agribusiness, 

com
petition 

is 
grow

ingly 
based 

on 
organisational 

innovations: 
favouring 

them
 

w
ill 

prove 
a 

key 
com

petitiveness challenge for E
urope in 

years to com
e!

F
or the three drivers identified  through the sem

antic analysis
of the w

orld press on innovation in the agro-food industry, w
e suggest possible policy responses.
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